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Asia 
University’s 
Museum of 
Modern Art

The founder of Asia University, Mr. Tsai Chang-Hai, wanted an accessible 
museum on the campus. He put his plan into action on 4th May 
2007,when he invited Pritzker Prize Winner Mr. Tadao Ando to design 
a museum for the campus. As cultural resources tend to be scarce in 
Taiwanese schools, students have little contact with art in its various 
forms. Mr. Tsai wanted to use the environment to influence and inspire 
the students of Asia University.  Thanks to this world-class museum on 
the University grounds, both students and the people of Taiwan can 
experience exhibitions showcasing internationally renowned artists in a 
high quality environment.

During a press conference in early 2008, Mr. Ando presented his 
triangular design. His aim was to achieve a balance between the 
environment, architecture and people. He also participated in an on-
campus seminar with Asia University’s teachers and students and 
showed them the site. In 2008, the museum was selected among the 
“2008 Top Ten Visual Art News Topics in Taiwan”. The groundbreaking 
ceremony took place in Jan. 2011; the museum was officially named Asia 
University’s Museum of Modern Art on Oct. 24, 2013.

The main structure of the Museum is made of bare concrete, faced with 
curtain walls. The interior covers an area of 4,111 m2 and the surrounding 
grounds cover19,840 m2.Designed by the Japanese architect, Tadao 
Ando, equilateral triangles form the basic constructional element and are 
skillfully incorporated in a repeat motif to form three triangular stories. 
An atrium space is created with a crisscrossing arrangement of concrete 
beams and the outdoor terraces house sculptures.

While the ground floor contains an area dedicated to visitors; a café, 
gift shop and lecture hall, the first and second floors house art galleries, 
with each floor as the reverse mirror image of the other. On the first 
floor the perimeter hallways are wide enough to be used for the display 
of artworks on moveable walls, while on the top floor much narrower 
hallways surround a set of inner galleries.  Therefore, the galleries on 
the lower floor are bathed in daylight from one side, while the upper floor 
galleries depend on electricity for illumination.

Asia University’s Museum of Modern Art
Phone: +886-4-23323456 ext.6468
Website: http://asiamodern.asia.edu.tw/EN/ 
Email:  asiamodern@asia.edu.tw 
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